Workshop: Finding early English and American books online

McCabe Library, 2/27/07
Instructor: Amanda Watson

This handout is not a comprehensive guide to the EEBO, ECCO, and Early American
Imprints databases. For more information, see the help documentation in each database (look
for the “Help” or “About” links on the main screen), or e-mail me at
awatson 1 @swarthmore.edu — I’m happy to set up an appointment to walk you through any
of these databases!

All three databases can be found on the A-Z list of databases in the Subject Portal, under E.

I. Early American Imprints, Series 1 (Evans) and Series 2 (Shaw-Shoemaker)

e These two databases contain facsimile images of over 70,000 books published in
America from 1632 to 1817.

e Search by author, title, subject, genre, and a variety of other options.

e Browse by genre, subject, author, publication and printing information, and language.
(This is useful if you’re not searching for a specific work.)

e Contains searchable full text.

A sample Evans/Shaw-Shoemaker search

Searching for Benjamin Franklin as author:

Readex) : ; ARCHIVE OF AMERICANA®
EARLY AMERICAN IMPRINTS, SERIES I: Evans, 1639-1800

Home > Archive of Americana > Search

Search: Search Hints
| . . . e r Use Archive of Ameticana to search
franklin, benjamin in Citation Text ;"l [ Search across mulipls collections.
in Citation Text h » Put phrases in guotation marks, e.g.,
in Full Teaxt "United Colonies"
inTitle . more kel
in Subjects
in Genres
Browse hy : I Genre I [ Sin Author History of Printing ] [ Flace of Publication ] r I_a_ngﬁgg]
in Flace of Publication
in Fublisher
* Academic dissertations in Document Murmkber * FPlayhills
* pcrastics in Year of Publication + Plays
* Addresses ® Emblem books * Foems
+ Adverisements ¢ Elegies * Prayerbooks
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And a search result (view individual pages through the Table of Contents on the left):

Search "Within this Imprint for: Hews Search... Search Hint:

» Search within this publication ta find

pages containing your search termi=)
= Prew Imprint | Mext Imprint =
[ addto Wy Callection Shiovee Highlichts Print Full Citation

TAB;_ZEPOF {E?TIJErTTrgc Date of Publication: 1747 Early American Imprints, 1st series, no. 5948 (filmed)
agers) | Fri L 2

*  Page Mot Mumbered

*  Page Mot Numbered Title: [Flain truth]
*  Page [Not Numbered] Plain truth: or, Serious considerations on the present state of the city of Philadelphia, and province of Penngylvania
By a tradesman of Philadelphia. [Sixteen lines in Latin]

% Page 4
*  Page S
* PageB Author: Franklin, Benjamin, 1706-1780.
*  Page 7
Subjects:
* Pagef
Cee Philadelphia (Pa)-History-Calanial period, ca. 1600-1775.

* Paged Pennsylvania-Histor--Colonial period, ca. 1600-1775.
*  Page 10 Fennsylvania--FPolitics and government--Ta 1775,

e imprin

* Bagell Publication Information:
*  Page 12 [Fhiladelphia] Printed [y Benjamin Frankling, in the year MOCCHLYIL [1747]

L]
Pagz13 Physical Description:
*  Page1d 22,21 p il AT e (Bva)

Click “Add to My Collection” to save your search results and return to them for
downloading or printing.

I1. Eighteenth Century Collections Online (ECCO)

e ECCO contains images of around 138,000 books published in the British Isles (plus a
few from North America) during the 18" century.

e Search by author, title, or keyword.

e Contains searchable full text.

A sample ECCO search

Searching for the word “Lilliput” in the full text of all the collections:

Y e = 11D

' g % ® Search Ti
" Collections Online =" {884 }  Gole nataes

Adwvanced Search Browse Authors Browse Works

Basic Search

Enter your search term(s) below. Use quotes for exact phrases.

lilliput Search type: | SEARCH
Keyword
Authar
Limit by: Title
Full Text
Year{s} of Publication: VYWYV

L1 Include docurments with no
krmaen ninthlicratinn data



And a search result (Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels):

Reformat for Reading Swift, Jonathan. Travels into several remote nations of the world. in four parts. By Lemuel Gulliver, ...
London, 1726. 330pp. Yol. 1 of 2 (2 vols. available). Literature and Language

Print/ Full Citation | eTable of Contents | List of llustrations
View PDF

-
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Use the arrows (':"!:‘ ':!':') to navigate through the book, or use the menu on the left to jump
right to the pages where your search term appears.

Note the list of “Search results” in the column on the left. Click on any of the pages
listed as “relevant” to jump to it, and see your search term highlighted on the page. Use
the “Mark this page” checkbox to save your search results and return to them.

II1. Early English Books Online (EEBO)

e EEBO contains images of over 100,000 books printed in the British Isles from the
beginning of printing (1472) to 1700.

e Search by author, title, subject, or various other options.

e No searchable text. To search full text, go to the EEBO Text Creation Partnership
(also in the A-Z list of databases in the Subject Portal).

A sample EEBO search

Looking for books by the poet John Donne:



Basic Search HOME  MARKED LIST  SEARCH HISTORY  HELP?

SEARCH: Basic | Advanced | Periodicals BROWSE: Authors | Thomason Tracts | Periodicals

Check this box to include typographical variants Help
{e.q. Julius Caesarfinds Iulius Caesar and Ivlivs Caesar)

KEYWORD{s): Selectfrom alist s
LIMIT TO: All iterns (109,404 records) | Limit help
AUTHOR KEYWORD(s): donne, john Select from a list »
(e.g. Knows, Johny Church of England)

TITLE KEYWORD(S): Selectfrarm alist =
(e.g. Hamlet; labyrinte ar labyrinthe)

SUBJECT KEYWORD(S): Selactfrom a list =
(e.g. Saints, Ireland fby Histary)

BIBLIOGRAPHIC MUMBER.: Abbreviations reference
{e.q. 5TC and 22328; E.540[17])

LIMIT BY DATE: From: |1473 To: (1900 Dats help

Sort results: | Alphabetically by author | v Display: | 20 results perpage | ¥

Search results will display as a list of records:

(AT - RECORD ) - DOCUMENT IMAGE $ - ILLUVSTRATION I_.-" |7 - ADDY REMOWVE, TO/FROM, MARKED LIST
Click the & icon for bibliographic information and the & icon for page images. Use the
checkboxes to add works to your “marked list,” which lets you save your search results
and return to them for printing.

Looking at a book:
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